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If you’re going to sit in these Cham-
bers with Moses at one side, Pope Inno-
cent and Pope Gregory on the other,
and Calvin, in these Chambers, if
you’re not going to stand up and de-
mand that this Congress tear those
plaques off these walls, then for God
sakes, leave our war memorials alone,
and don’t tear down religious symbols
just because you’re intolerant and
can’t stand the fact that there are
some of us that respect our war service
and respect their faith, but most im-
portantly, respect the heritage that
has made America what it is today.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JOHN-
SON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 290.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

BUFFALO SOLDIERS IN THE
NATIONAL PARKS STUDY ACT

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I move to suspend the rules and pass
the bill (H.R. 1022) to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a
study of alternatives for commemo-
rating and interpreting the role of the
Buffalo Soldiers in the early years of
the National Parks, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1022

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Buffalo Sol-
diers in the National Parks Study Act’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) In the late 19th century and early 20th
century, African-American troops who came
to be known as the Buffalo Soldiers served in
many critical roles in the western United
States, including protecting some of the first
National Parks.

(2) Based at the Presidio in San Francisco,
Buffalo Soldiers were assigned to Sequoia
and Yosemite National Parks where they pa-
trolled the backcountry, built trails, stopped
poaching, and otherwise served in the roles
later assumed by National Park rangers.

(3) The public would benefit from having
opportunities to learn more about the Buf-
falo Soldiers in the National Parks and their
contributions to the management of Na-
tional Parks and the legacy of African-Amer-
icans in the post-Civil War era.

(4) As the centennial of the National Park
Service in 2016 approaches, it is an especially
appropriate time to conduct research and in-
crease public awareness of the stewardship
role the Buffalo Soldiers played in the early
years of the National Parks.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
authorize a study to determine the most ef-
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fective ways to increase understanding and
public awareness of the critical role that the
Buffalo Soldiers played in the early years of
the National Parks.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall conduct a study of alternatives
for commemorating and interpreting the
role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the early years
of the National Parks.

(b) CONTENTS OF STUDY.—The study shall
include—

(1) a historical assessment, based on exten-
sive research, of the Buffalo Soldiers who
served in National Parks in the years prior
to the establishment of the National Park
Service;

(2) an evaluation of the suitability and fea-
sibility of establishing a national historic
trail commemorating the route traveled by
the Buffalo Soldiers from their post in the
Presidio of San Francisco to Sequoia and Yo-
semite National Parks and to any other Na-
tional Parks where they may have served;

(3) the identification of properties that
could meet criteria for listing in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places or criteria
for designation as National Historic Land-
marks;

(4) an evaluation of appropriate ways to
enhance historical research, education, in-
terpretation, and public awareness of the
story of the Buffalo Soldiers’ stewardship
role in the National Parks, including ways to
link the story to the development of Na-
tional Parks and the story of African-Amer-
ican military service following the Civil
War; and

(5) any other matters that the Secretary of
the Interior deems appropriate for this
study.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
funds are made available for the study, the
Secretary of the Interior shall submit to the
Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate a report containing the study’s findings
and recommendations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) and the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands
(Mr. SABLAN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1022 authorizes the National
Park Service to study alternatives for
commemorating and interpreting the
role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the early
years of the national parks.

The Buffalo Soldiers were a seg-
regated Army unit composed of African
American cavalrymen. For nearly 25
years before the creation of the Na-
tional Park Service, Yosemite Na-
tional Park was administered by the
U.S. Army. The Buffalo Soldiers played
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a key role protecting those park re-
sources that have since been enjoyed
by millions of Americans. Their suc-
cess will be examined by this study
that will focus on existing resources in-
side current national parks.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1022 would direct the Secretary
of the Interior to study ways the Na-
tional Park Service could commemo-
rate the role of Buffalo Soldiers.

Buffalo Soldiers were African Amer-
ican troops who served in the first na-
tional parks, including Yosemite and
Sequoia National Park, prior to the es-
tablishment of the National Park Serv-
ice.
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The legislation, sponsored by Con-
gresswoman SPEIER of California, was
considered by the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources in May. I commend my
colleague, Congresswoman SPEIER, for
introducing this legislation and for her
leadership on this issue. We strongly
support this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield such time that she may
consume to the Congresswoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER), the sponsor of
this legislation.

Ms. SPEIER. I thank my friend from
the Northern Mariana Islands for yield-
ing.

I rise today in support of this legisla-
tion, the Buffalo Soldiers in the Na-
tional Parks Study Act, which will
allow the Department of the Interior to
study the role of Buffalo Soldiers and
how they defended our first national
parks. This is a key step in preserving
the legacy of the Army’s first African
American infantry and cavalry units
and the contributions they made to our
Nation.

This bill will evaluate the feasibility
of a National Historic Trail along the
Buffalo Soldiers’ route from their his-
toric military post at the San Fran-
cisco Presidio to Yosemite and Sequoia
National Parks. The study would also
identify properties that could be listed
in the National Register of Historic
Places or designations as National His-
toric Landmarks.

For several years, Buffalo Soldier
regiments traveled 320 miles along this
route to patrol the parklands for
loggers and poachers, build new trails,
and escort visitors. The Buffalo Sol-
diers were among our very first park
rangers, a challenging task these
troops took on with pride after serving
bravely in the Civil War.

Because of the color of their skin, the
Buffalo Soldiers were all too often
marginalized instead of respected for
their service to our Nation, both on
and off the battlefield. However, during
their time protecting the parks, they
not only confronted racism and dis-
crimination, they overcame it. They
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became respected neighbors and friends
to people living in the park regions,
and they made real inroads toward ra-
cial progress that were extraordinary
for their day.

Although they were assigned to
watch over government property for
only a relatively short time, the Buf-
falo Soldiers helped lay the ground-
work for some of our greatest wilder-
ness to be preserved forever.

I'm proud that the Buffalo Soldiers
traveled through my district on their
way to the parks, and I believe this bill
will help shine a light on the history
they made in the great State of Cali-
fornia and in many places across the
country.

All Americans from all walks of life
would benefit from learning about this
often overlooked chapter in our his-
tory. The Buffalo Soldiers’ story is ul-
timately about the triumph not just of
African American troops over prejudice
and injustice, but about the movement
of our Nation toward a more tolerant
and courageous society.

I thank my colleagues for supporting
this bill.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
may I ask if the minority bill manager
has any additional speakers? We do
not.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
with that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FORTENBERRY). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
1022.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

AIRPORT AND AIRWAY EXTENSION
ACT OF 2012

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3800) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the funding
and expenditure authority of the Air-
port and Airway Trust Fund, to amend
title 49, United States Code, to extend
authorizations for the airport improve-
ment program, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3800

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Airport and

Airway Extension Act of 2012”’.
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SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF TAXES FUNDING AIRPORT
AND AIRWAY TRUST FUND.

(a) FUEL TAXES.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 4081(d)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘January 31,
2012 and inserting ‘‘February 17, 2012’

(b) TICKET TAXES.—

(1) PERSONS.—Clause (ii) of section
4261(j)(1)(A) of such Code is amended by
striking ‘‘January 31, 2012 and inserting
“February 17, 2012°.

(2) PROPERTY.—Clause (ii) of section
4271(d)(1)(A) of such Code is amended by
striking ‘‘January 31, 2012 and inserting
“February 17, 2012°°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
February 1, 2012.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT AND AIRWAY
TRUST FUND EXPENDITURE AU-
THORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (1) of section
9502(d) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012° and in-
serting ‘“‘February 18, 2012”’; and

(2) by inserting ‘‘or the Airport and Airway
Extension Act of 2012’ before the semicolon
at the end of subparagraph (A).

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Paragraph
(2) of section 9502(e) of such Code is amended
by striking ‘‘February 1, 2012’ and inserting
“February 18, 2012”°.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
February 1, 2012.

SEC. 4. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 48103(9) of title 49,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

““(9) $1,344,535,519 for the period beginning
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February
17, 2012.”.

(2) OBLIGATION OF AMOUNTS.—Subject to
limitations specified in advance in appro-
priation Acts, sums made available for a por-
tion of fiscal year 2012 pursuant to the
amendment made by paragraph (1) may be
obligated at any time through September 30,
2012, and shall remain available until ex-
pended.

(b) PROJECT GRANT AUTHORITY.—Section
47104(c) of such title is amended by striking
“January 31, 2012, and inserting ‘‘February
17, 2012,”.

SEC. 5. EXTENSION OF EXPIRING AUTHORITIES.

(a) Section 40117(1)(7) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Feb-
ruary 1, 2012.” and inserting ‘‘February 18,
2012.”.

(b) Section 41743(e)(2) of such title is
amended by striking ‘‘and $2,016,393 for the
portion of fiscal year 2012 ending before Feb-
ruary 1, 2012,” and inserting ‘‘and $2,295,082
for the portion of fiscal year 2012 ending be-
fore February 18, 2012,”.

(c) Section 44302(f)(1)
amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘January 31, 2012,” and in-
serting ‘‘February 17, 2012,”’; and

(2) by striking ‘“‘April 30, 2012,”” and insert-
ing “May 17, 2012,”.

(d) Section 44303(b) of such title is amended
by striking ‘“April 30, 2012,” and inserting
“May 17, 2012,”.

(e) Section 47107(s)(3) of such title is
amended by striking ‘“‘February 1, 2012.”” and
inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012.”".

(f) Section 47115(j) of such title is amended
by striking ‘“‘February 1, 2012,”” and inserting
“February 18, 2012,”.

(g) Section 47141(f) of such title is amended
by striking ‘‘January 31, 2012.” and inserting
“February 17, 2012.”.

(h) Section 49108 of such title is amended
by striking ‘“‘January 31, 2012, and inserting
“February 17, 2012,”.
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(i) Section 161 of the Vision 100—Century of
Aviation Reauthorization Act (49 U.S.C. 47109
note) is amended by striking ‘‘February 1,
2012,” and inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012,”.

(j) Section 186(d) of such Act (117 Stat.
2518) is amended by striking ‘‘February 1,
2012, and inserting ‘‘February 18, 2012,”.

(k) Section 409(d) of such Act (49 U.S.C.
41731 note) is amended by striking ‘‘January
31, 2012.” and inserting ‘‘February 17, 2012.”.

SEC. 6. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION OP-
ERATIONS.
Section 106(k)(1)(H) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:
“(H) $3,692,555,464 for the period beginning
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February
17, 2012.”.
SEC. 7. AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES AND EQUIP-

Section 48101(a)(8) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(8) $1,044,541,913 for the period beginning
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February
17, 2012.”.

SEC. 8. RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVEL-
OPMENT.

Section 48102(a)(16) of title 49, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

‘“(16) $64,092,459 for the period beginning on
October 1, 2011, and ending on February 17,
2012.”.

SEC. 9. ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE.

Section 41742(a)(2) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘and $50,309,016
for the period beginning on October 1, 2011,
and ending on January 31, 2012, and insert-
ing ‘“‘and $54,699,454 for the period beginning
on October 1, 2011, and ending on February
17, 2012,”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. COSTELLO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days in which to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material on the bill, H.R.
3800.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would like to include in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD an exchange of let-
ters between the Committee on Ways
and Means and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure con-
cerning H.R. 3800.

I am pleased to report that we are
currently in the final negotiations of
completing an FAA reauthorization
bill with the Senate, with only a few
open issues left to be resolved. I am
confident that we will be able to com-
plete negotiations and produce a con-
ference report in the very near future.

However, given the congressional
schedule and the limited legislative
days before FAA’s current authority
expires, we will not be able to consider
the final agreement on the conference
report until February. Since current
funding expires at the end of this
month, it is necessary for us to pass a
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